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Prosper earns three-peat in statewide fitness challenge
PROSPER (March 28, 2018) The vote counters in the statewide ITS TIME TEXAS Community Challenge have declared that
Prosper’s attempt at repeating as winner in its category was successful…technically.
The results, released recently by the ITT Community Challenge organization, acknowledged a tie in the Small
Community category between Prosper and Lancaster, a city also in the DFW area. Having won the last two competitions
in that category, Prosper was aiming for a three-peat, and officially met that challenge.
Having amassed over three million points each, Prosper and Lancaster totaled the highest in the state, for all
categories and all sizes of cities.
By virtue of tying for the top spot, both cities earned grants of $1,800 for healthy initiatives, a trophy,
Governor’s certificate, and a winning banner. Prosper’s 2018 trophy joins the other two already in the Town’s
possession. Prosper’s points were the result of residents’ commitment to healthy eating, working out, registering on the
website, and taking community pledges. So, while the tie was unexpected, the underlying results were well worth the
effort.
“We want to thank all those members of the community who took time to register for the Challenge, chart their
fitness routines, post healthy selfies and take part in our community activities,” says Dudley Raymond, Director of Parks
and Recreation. “We met our goal to three-peat as the top scorer in the Challenge, yet, more importantly, the
competition gave us all the opportunity to have some fun and start the New Year with a focus on health and fitness.”
The Community Challenge is an annual competition that encourages communities of all sizes, including schools,
businesses, organizations and mayors, to commit to healthy living and ultimately transform the community’s health.
More than 21,000 Texans representing over 200 communities participated this year; 42 Texas mayors engaged, and
more than 6,663 combined pounds were lost during the 2018 competition.
Prosper enacted several new initiatives this year to get the community focused on health and fitness. First,
Mayor Ray Smith recorded a video encouraging the entire community to get engaged and active in working out and
eating right to earn points for the contest. The video can be seen on the Prosper Parks and Recreation Facebook page
and on YouTube.
Second, Mayor Smith formed a committee of residents, called Prosper Healthy, who worked together during
2017 and throughout the 2018 Community Challenge. The group created a Prosper Healthy Facebook presence and
hosted two Prosper Community Workouts during the Challenge. The Saturday morning workouts were well-attended
and presented an opportunity for all members of the community to start the weekend right with fun and fitness.
The IT’S TIME TEXAS Foundation recognized Prosper and members of each winning, runner-up and recognized
community, as well as the individuals who earned the most points, during local celebrations held across the state.
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ABOUT THE TOWN OF PROSPER – The Town of Prosper is a fast-growing suburb with small town charm, located 30 miles north of Dallas at the
crossroads of U.S. 380, Preston Road and the Dallas North Tollway in Collin and Denton Counties. Prosper sits on 27 square miles and is home to
more than 20,000 people. A home-rule municipality, governed by a council-manager form of government, the town has full-time fire and police
departments, including its own dispatch service. As the Town grows to its projected build-out population of 70,000 residents, Prosper’s vision is to
remain a “Place Where Everyone Matters.”
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HEALTH CAMPAIGN THREE-PEAT – Members of the Prosper Town Council pose with the three trophies earned by the
Town in the statewide ITS TIME TEXAS Community Challenge. The Challenge encourages cities and towns to
emphasize healthy habits and awards those communities that have the highest impact on their populations. Prosper
has entered the contest for the past three years and has walked away with the top score in its category each of those
years. Along with a trophy, the Town was awarded a large banner to display and a grant of $1,800 to use on health
promotion programs. “We’ve always been in it to win,” said Mayor Ray Smith. “More importantly, though, the
improvements to the health of our residents is the really the greatest victory.” Joining Mayor Smith (center) in
displaying the trophies were (from left) Council members Meigs Miller, Kenneth Dugger, Mike Korbuly, Mayor Pro
Tem Curry Vogelsang, Deputy Mayor Pro Tem Jason Dixon and Council member Jeff Hodges.

