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Prosper sends engine company to fight California fires
PROSPER (November 12, 2018) The catastrophic fires in California that have claimed dozens of lives and devastated large
swaths of forest and urban areas have triggered the deployment of local resources through the Texas Intrastate Fire
Mutual Aid System.
Among the 200 firefighters deployed from Texas are an engine company of three experienced firefighters from
Prosper, including the Town’s Assistant Fire Chief Shaw Eft. The three, veterans of other natural disaster deployments in
the past, include a lieutenant, a driver and a firefighter.
“We have responded to the call from Governor (Greg) Abbott’s office,” says Fire Chief Stuart Blasingame. “In
addition to the highly-experienced personnel, we are also sending an engine. Our firefighters will become part of the
overall response force, working hand-in-hand with fellow firefighters from throughout the country.”
The Prosper personnel will utilize their training skills to confront an “all-hazards” situation, meaning that they
will be ready to fight encroaching grass fires, structural fires, and implement tactical containment and deterrent actions.
Duration of the deployment is generally 14 days, depending on the severity of the need and the availability of
replacements.
The Governor’s office authorized the deployment to assist with the fires in southern California, but the
personnel may also be tasked with responding to fires in other parts of the state as conditions change.
One of the several fires raging in the area is the Woolsley Fire, already having consumed over 83,000 acres in Los
Angeles and Ventura counties. Fueled by low humidity and gusty winds, the fire is steadily blazing through Malibu and
neighboring canyon communities, as well as the San Fernando Valley neighborhood of West Hills, where mandatory
evacuations are in place. Containment stands at 10 percent.
Responding firefighters from all across Texas representing over 43 cities deployed early today.
The Texas Intrastate Fire Mutual Aid System is a cooperative program of the state, local governments, and fire
service stakeholder groups. The State of Texas reimburses local governments the cost of providing the resources. On
deployments outside Texas, the requesting state reimburses all costs including the cost of maintaining staffing levels at
each of the responding agencies.
“I know our personnel will represent the state and the Town with distinction,” said the Chief. “They are
dedicated professionals who understand how important their roles are in this situation. They will mesh seamlessly with
the other responders, and hopefully assist in putting out the fires, save lives and safeguard property.”
###

ABOUT THE TOWN OF PROSPER – The Town of Prosper is a fast-growing suburb with small town charm, located 30 miles north of Dallas at the
crossroads of U.S. 380, Preston Road and the Dallas North Tollway in Collin and Denton Counties. Prosper sits on 27 square miles and is home to
more than 24,000 people. A home-rule municipality, governed by a council-manager form of government, the town has full-time fire and police
departments, including its own dispatch service. As the Town grows to its projected build-out population of 70,000 residents, Prosper’s vision is to
remain a “Place Where Everyone Matters.”

